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Robert M. Thompson

Bob has worked in church music for 60 years, starting out on a Hammond organ in a small-town Baptist 
church in Texas. He graduated from S.M.U. with a Bachelor's and Master's degree before receiving a 
Fullbright Scholarship to study with Helmut Walcha in Germany learning all of the major J. S. Bach 
organ works from this world-famous blind Bach virtuoso. He received his doctoral degree from the 
University of Michigan by the age of 29, where he was also a teaching fellow in Music Theory and 
Score Reading. Bob has performed throughout the U. S. and Europe as well as editing two volumes of 
organ works by F. W. Marpurg. He has been heard in recordings and on radio and television. His two 
career paths have been 16 years of teaching at St. Olaf College and 20 years as Choirmaster/Organist 
and Manager of Concerts at Alll Souls' Episcopal Church, San Diego. He "retired" to Eugene in 2005, 
where he has been a percussionist in Eugene's Symphonic Band, bass singer in the Eugene Concert 
Choir and a bass section leader in Central Lutheran's Chorale. Never content to stop learning, Bob 
studied television production in Eugene then directed and produced several full-length shows for the 
Eugene local access channel. He is now in his sixth year as organist at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Corvallis. Moving to Corvallis in 2016 provided him with more opportunities to participate in the 
local music scene as a free-lance keyboardist, percussionist in the Corvallis Community Band and 
volunteer for various organizations including the Whiteside Theatre Foundation, the Willamette Valley 
Symphony and the Corvallis Youth Symphony.

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com
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Copyright © 2019 by Paraclete Press, Orleans, MA 02653
All rights reserved.

Robert M. Thompson

Based on a melody from the opera Hansel und Gretel by Englebert Humperdinck (1854-1921)
The symbolism in this piece is that of a prayer rising, then being answered, 
then at the end,  rising again, awaiting an answer. 

DO N
OT C

OPY



&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

14

œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ#

˙ ˙

˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ# œ œn œ

broaden slightly

œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ œ

œ œœ#n ˙

˙ ˙

.œ jœ œ œœ œ# ˙

œn œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙
,

cresc.

&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

18

˙b .œ
jœn.˙ œn œ

wn œ œ ˙n

˙ ˙n

P

˙n .œ
jœ

Œ ˙
>

œ œ

ẇ œ œ œ

˙ ˙

˙ .œ
jœœn ˙

>
œ œb

œ .˙
>

˙ œ œ# œ œ

œ œ# ˙

˙ ˙œ ˙
>

œ œ

œ œ œ œn

œ œ# œ œ œ

F

&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

22

œ œ œ œw

œ œ œ œ

w

P

œ œ ˙
,

œ œ œ œ œ

.˙ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œœn œ œœœ œ œ# œœ œ

.˙n œ

˙ œ œ œn œ

œ œ ˙
,

œœ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ# ˙̇

˙ 5

œ œ œ œ

cresc.

2

PPM01928M

&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

26

œ œœ œœ œœ˙ œ œ# œ

œ œ œœ ˙̇̇

w

œœœ œœœ# œœœ œœœ œ œ œ œ#

.˙ œ œn..˙̇ œ#

œ œ œ œ# œ> œ> œb >

molto cresc.

poco rit.

œ
>

œ
>

œ
> œ

>
œ œœ œœ œœbn

.˙ œbw

w>

ƒ

molto rit.

˙̇
>

.œ
> jœ

>
œ
>

œ
>

œ
>

œ
>

˙ ˙

˙ œ œœœ
>

œœ
>

œ
>

œ
>

œ œ ˙

w
,

&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

30

w>˙̇
>

,
.œ

Jœ

˙̇̇> ˙̇

œ œ œ œ

dim.

˙̇ ˙̇

œ œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ œ œ˙ ˙̇

˙ Ó

˙
Ó

molto dim.

œœ
œœ œœ

œ˙̇ ˙̇

∑

∑

&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

34 œ œ œn œ˙̇ ˙̇

∑

∑

˙ œ œ#˙̇ ˙̇bœ œ .œ
Jœ

∑

∑

rit.

wwww

∑

∑

π

wwww
U

∑

∑

∏

3

PPM01928M

DO N
OT C

OPY



&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

14

œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ#

˙ ˙

˙ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ# œ œn œ

broaden slightly

œ œ œ œ˙ œ œ œ

œ œœ#n ˙

˙ ˙

.œ jœ œ œœ œ# ˙

œn œ œ œ œ

œ œ ˙
,

cresc.

&

?

?

# #

# #

# #

18

˙b .œ
jœn.˙ œn œ

wn œ œ ˙n

˙ ˙n

P

˙n .œ
jœ

Œ ˙
>

œ œ
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