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Composer’s Notes

Stanford’s Magnificat and Nunc dimittis in B-flat remains one of the most popular
settings of the evening canticles in the repertoire. The choral parts are not too difficult
for many parish choirs, and the melodies and harmonies are enduring. Stanford
orchestrated the accompaniment, making it more florid and sophisticated than the
original organ accompaniment. There are a few harmonies that are slightly modified,
adding to the forward momentum, and there are numerous countermelodies ar

textures that add considerable interest for player and listener alike. For examplg

offering contrast with the longer pedal notes of other sections. This more

version led me to seek out the orchestral score so that I might transcglel

Sir Charles Villiers Stanford (30 Septergler 1852— 24) was an Irish

composer, music teacher, and conduc e studied at the University of Cambridge

before traveling to Leipzig and Berlj ther his studies and expand his knowledge
of European composers. While stlll a st , Stanford was appointed organist of
as one of the founding professors of
the Royal College of Mu
1887 he was also Profes

instruction chiefl

ght composition for the rest of his life. From
ambridge. As a teacher, Stanford based his

ased on his own studies in Europe) as shown

ry, his music entered the 20th century by being neglected. Fortunately,
5 years, there has been a fruitful revival of late-Romantic composers,

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com




The Service in B-flat:
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis

Magnificat
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Allegro J =144

Soprano

My soul doth mag-nify the Lord, 4
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Stuart Forster

Stuart Forster became the Associate for Liturgy and Music at the Episcopal Church of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea in Palm Beach, Florida, in 2020, following 21 years as Direct
of Music and Organist at Christ Church, the Episcopal Church in Harvard Square,
Cambridge, Massachusetts. His performances as soloist, accompanist, and cg
have been broadcast around the world, and he has recorded numerous CI}
solo performances on the JAV and Pro Organo labels; his newest CIg
amazing: the hymn arrangements of Stuart Forster immediately L
Best Seller. His book, Hymn Playing: A Modern Colloguium
with leading church musicians to document expert techniqu
and accompaniment with the organ. Dr. Forster has written o
for the organ, liturgical music for congregations (§
rgan transcription

corded, published

ork has also been

arrangements), organ music, and choral anthems.

James Music Press.

Dr. Forster holds qualificati inity College of Music (London), the
University of Sydney, the Sydag
‘ torate focused on the congregation’s
experience of flow and urgy. A dedicated organist and choir trainer,

Dr. Forster’s passi

rotuartAForster.com.
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