
p a r a c l e t e  p r e s s

Sonata for Organ 
Op. 165

Wilfred Josephs
Edited by Iain Quinn

PPM02164M 
$18.00

p a r a c l e t e  p r e s s
P.O. Box 1568, Orleans, MA 02653 1-800-451-5006 www.paracletepress.com

 
Selected Organ Works Published by Paraclete Press

Maxim, Christopher Eleven Chorale Preludes—PPMO2001M

 Prelude and Fugue on the name of Durufle 
 —PPMO2013M

 
Childs, Edwin Priere—PPMO2021M

 
Branyon, R. Steven Balm in Gilead—PPMO2015M

 
Brown, Nathaniel A Paraclete Treasury of Transcriptions for Organ 
 —PPMO2002M

 
Powell, Robert Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending 
 —PPMO1843M

 
Svane, Randall Light Perpetual—PPMO1924

 
Hoyle, Vernon Ceremonial March: In Terra Pax—PPMO1954M

Farrell, Robert Lamentation des Cloches—PPMO1968M

 
Thompson, Robert Gigue—PPMO1971M

 
Hoyle, Vernon Six Preludes and Postludes 
 Founded on Hymn Tunes—PPMO1927M

 A Song of Hope—PPMO1953M

 
Smith, Rick Voluntary on “Sacred Harp” Tune—PPMO1909M
 

DO N
OT C

OPY



Wilfred Josephs

Wilfred Josephs (1927-1997) was born in Newcastle. His early musical studies were with Arthur Milner but at 
the encouragement of his parents towards a ‘proper’ career, he qualified as a dentist in 1951 from the University 
of Durham. He later studied at the Guildhall School of Music with Alfred Nieman and then with Max Deutsch 
in Paris. After winning the first International Composing Competition of the City of Milan and La Scala with his 
Requiem (1963), he relinquished dentistry to become a full-time composer. Considerable success followed with 
the composition of twelve symphonies, twenty-two concertos, chamber music, vocal works, operas and ballets, 
and a comprehensive output of work for television and film. 

The Sonata for Organ was written after several conversations following an initial meeting between us at the 
Harrogate Festival in 1991. At this time I worked for Alfred Lengnick and Co., who had just published Josephs’s 
two sonatas for clarinet. The initial idea for a new work centered on a set of variations on the John Walter 
Bratton tune associated with the song, The Teddy Bears’ Picnic, but ultimately moved towards a sonata in three 
movements. The first performance took place at the Turner Sims Concert Hall, University of Southampton with 
the London premiere at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, both in 1992. The Welsh premiere, at St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff, was part of the Cardiff Festival in 1993. In tandem with this performance, the festival also commissioned 
a new work for narrator and orchestra, William and the Bomb that was narrated by Martin Jarvis. I later recorded 
the Sonata at the Methuen Memorial Musical Hall (Raven OAR-360).

The suggestions for registration in this edition are based on those that the composer heard and approved of 
at the London and Cardiff performances. However, performers should feel free to adjust these according to the 
instrument at hand. The Sonata can be played successfully on an instrument of two manuals but is most effective 
on a medium or large instrument where the registrations can typically be more varied. 

Iain Quinn
  
Born in Cardiff, Wales, Iain Quinn grew up as a chorister at Llandaff Cathedral and began music studies at an 
early age. He later studied at The Juilliard School, The Hartt School, University of Hartford and Yale University 
before returning to the UK to earn his PhD at the University of Durham. He has been a visiting professor at 
the Rimsky-Korsakov State Conservatory in Saint Petersburg, Russia as a Fulbright Scholar and been awarded a 
research fellowship by the Newberry Library in Chicago. He has been an active church musician for many years 
and has recorded prolifically. Currently Dr. Quinn is Associate Professor of Organ and Coordinator of Sacred 
Music at Florida State University. 

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.comDO N
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Gt. 8' Foundations
Sw. 8', 4', 8' Oboe
Ped. 16', 8'
Sw. to Gt.
Gt. to Ped., Sw. to Ped.
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