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Jon Simsic

Jon Simsic is Organist and Choirmaster at St. Joseph’s Church in Canton, OH. Jon 
conducts Illuminare, which he founded in 2007, a chamber chorus devoted to sacred 
choral music. Jon is Music Director/Accompanist for Opera Western Reserve Young Artist’s 
Program. Past positions for Jon include Chorus Master and Assistant Conductor of the 
Youngstown Symphony, Artistic Director of Youth Theater and Music for the Salem (OH) 
Community Theater, and Conductor for Valley Lyric Opera (Greenville, PA). In 2009, Jon’s 
anthem Harvest Hymn for choir and organ was the grand prize winner of the Royal School 
of Church Music (RSCM) composition contest. Harvest Hymn was subsequently premiered 
at Salisbury Cathedral.

Composer Notes

The text and plainsong “Rorate coeli desuper et nubes pluant justum” (Drop down dew, 
ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the just), are used frequently in liturgy 
throughout Advent. The chant text, drawn from Isaiah 45:8, expresses a longing for the 
coming of the Messiah. The initial portion of the chant, quoted in measures 1 and 46, frames 
the poet’s analogous Advent yearnings, and provides the motivic leaven for the composition.

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com
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Jon Simsic (b. 1963)

A Prayer for Advent

*Text by Henri Nouwen (1932-1996)

Copyright © 2021 by Paraclete Press, Orleans, MA 02653

All rights reserved.

SATB with divisi a cappella

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

#
#

#
#

∑

U

&

#
#

#
#

As chant, senza misura

∑

U

&

‹

#
#

#
#

Lord

p

Je sus,- Mas

,

ter- of both the light and the dark ness,

U

pp

-

,

?#
#

#
#

Lord

*Words by Henri Nouwen and Music by Jon Simsic. 

Permission  granted by the Henri Nouwen Legacy Trust.  

Visit henrinouwen.org
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