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Composer Notes
 

Christmas Postlude, an arrangement of In Dulci Jubilo and Stille Nacht, is a 3’ celebratory composition 
for organ with a lyrical middle section.

This may also serve as a prelude or recital piece.

My great thanks to Charles Webb (Indiana University Bloomington Jacobs School of Music Dean 
Emeritus and First Methodist Church Bloomington, IN organist) and Betty Woodland (former 
organist at First United Methodist Church, South Bend, IN) for their professional encouragement and 
performances of this composition.

Dedicated to the memory of my mother, Alice Maxine (Collins) Rusche, responsible for my early 
religious education at the First Baptist Church of Sturgeon Bay, WI.

Performers, you are welcome to contact me with any questions or comments you may have about 
Christmas Postlude. Enjoy!

Marjorie M. Rusche

Marjorie M. Rusche is an internationally performed award winning contemporary classical composer 
who combines romantic, modernist, and vernacular influences in her music. Dr. Rusche composes for 
opera, music theater, orchestra, chorus, a variety of vocal and instrumental chamber ensembles, soloists, 
dance, and theatre. 

Recent awards and commissions include: The Gamboling Girl, a South Bend Symphony Orchestra 
commission, premiered 1/9/2022. Dreams and Visions (Searching the Shadows) for oboe, viola, and 
piano, commissioned by oboist Jennet Ingle, premiered 1/26/2020 with subsequent performances 
throughout IN and MI. Songs of Love and Death for soprano and piano premiered 3/6/2020 on the 
Fourth Annual International Music by Women Festival, Columbus, MS.; song cycle excerpts were 
premiered 3/7/2014 on a New York City Underworld Productions Opera CrossCURRENT concert. 
She was a guest composer 3/2/2013 with Musica Reginae Productions, New York City and was honored 
as a guest composer at the 13th London New Music for Winds Festival, 11/19/2010, in London, 
England. Her compositions have been performed live and on radio in Amsterdam, Chicago, London, 
Los Angeles, Minneapolis, New York City, San Francisco, Vienna, Denmark, Kenya, Spain, Indiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, and Wisconsin.

She has taught music composition, orchestration, opera history, music theory and piano at Indiana 
University South Bend, the University of Notre Dame, Saint Mary’s College, and Colombia College 
Chicago. She taught music in Kenya while in the U.S. Peace Corps. She earned her D.M.in Music 
Composition from Indiana University-Bloomington, and her M.A. in Music Composition & Theory 
from the University of Minnesota-Minneapolis, where she became a charter member of the American 
Composers Forum (aka Minnesota Composers Forum). 

She can be found online at www.marjorierusche.com and http://marjoriemrusche.bandcamp.com.

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com
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