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Program Note

I have been profoundly affected by the life and Christian witness of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, (1906-1945). This poem in particular, written while he was being
held in a Nazi prison, is a deeply introspective examination of Bonhoeffer’s faith.

When I was commissioned by the Schwibischer Kunstsommer in Irsee,
Germany, I felt I had no choice but to attempt to set it to music.

Randall Svane

Randall Svane’s distinguished music has captured the hearts a
across the United States and Europe. The Royal Phil
Philharmonic, the Virginia Symphony Orchestra,
the Moravian Philharmonic, the Borromeo String

per Orchestra,
: chestra da Camera
Vocal Egi#mble are just a few
@icclaim. In addition,
erformances in leading cathedrals, including
Church Wall Street, Gloucester Cathedral,
omas Church Leipzig, and the Salzburg
vane Preces and Responses “live” from

~t

Bristol Cathedral, Chester Cathed
Dom. The BBC recently, (Jul
the Three Choirs Festival i

Svane’s achievements
ASCAP, Meet the Compdg
on the Arts, the Geg@ldine
Foundation.

ized through grants, prizes, and awards from
Music Center, the New Jersey State Council
dation, the Astral Foundation, and the Jerome
rize in the Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue

His extensive catalogue includes orchestral, chamber,
) r. Svane’s music is published in the U.K. by Encore
Publications and 1'Qlee U.S. by E.C. Schirmer and Paraclete Press.

ecent revie The Strad, critic Dennis Rooney had this to say about Svane’s
quartet: “A short Presto with pizzicato effects led to a slow finale that
ugal episode but was tinged throughout with the profound sadness of
and the Richard Strauss of Metamorphosen. Svane knows how to entice the

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com




Dietrich Bonhoeffer Randall Sv3

Commissioned 2019 by the Schwdbischer Kunstsommer, Irsee, Germany
Soli Deo gloria
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Wer bin ich

by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Translated by Randall Svane

Who am I? They often say to me,
I would step out of my cell
Calm and cheerful and steadfast

As a lord from his castle.

Who am I? They often say to me,
I would speak with my guards
Freely and friendly and clear

As if T were their master.

Who am I? They also say to me,
I would bear the days of misfortune
Unruffled, smiling and proud

As one, who is accustomed to victor

Am [ really what ot ay of me?

Or am [ only, w w of myself?
Restless, yearn ili e a bird in a cage,
Strug,

gling i ere choking me,

o birds’ voices,

er the smallest arbitrary offence,

ped by waitigilffor great things.

o iadlF friends at an infinite distance,

I then today this one, and tomorrow another?
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before people

And to myself a contemptible, whining weakling?

Or does what is still in me resemble the beaten army,

That in disarray withdraws before the victory already won?

Who am I? This lonely question mocks me.

Whoever I am, You know me, I am yours, O God!






