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Program Note

I have been profoundly affected by the life and Christian witness of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, (1906-1945).  This poem in particular, written while he was being 
held in a Nazi prison, is a deeply introspective examination of Bonhoeffer’s faith.

When I was commissioned by the Schwäbischer Kunstsommer in Irsee, 
Germany, I felt I had no choice but to attempt to set it to music.

Randall Svane

Randall Svane’s distinguished music has captured the hearts and minds of audiences 
across the United States and Europe.  The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the New York 
Philharmonic, the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, 
the Moravian Philharmonic, the Borromeo String Quartet, the Orchestra da Camera 
Fiorentina, the Munich Chamber Choir, and the Leipzig Vocal Ensemble  are just a few 
of those who have performed Svane’s works to critical and public acclaim.  In addition, 
his choral and organ music has received performances in leading cathedrals, including 
Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue, Trinity Church Wall Street, Gloucester Cathedral, 
Bristol Cathedral, Chester Cathedral, Saint Thomas Church Leipzig, and the Salzburg 
Dom.  The BBC recently, (July 2023), broadcast Svane Preces and Responses “live” from 
the Three Choirs Festival in Gloucester, U.K..

Svane’s achievements have been recognized through grants, prizes, and awards from 
ASCAP, Meet the Composer, the American Music Center, the New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the Astral Foundation, and the Jerome 
Foundation.   In 2014, Svane won First Prize in the Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue 
Composition Competition, an international competition that received entries from across 
the US, Europe, and Australia.   His extensive catalogue includes orchestral, chamber, 
operatic, and choral works.   Mr. Svane’s music is published in the U.K. by Encore 
Publications and in the U.S. by E.C. Schirmer and Paraclete Press.

In a recent review in The Strad, critic Dennis Rooney had this to say about Svane’s 
second string quartet: “A short Presto with pizzicato effects led to a slow finale that 
contained a fugal episode but was tinged throughout with the profound sadness of 
Shostakovich and the Richard Strauss of Metamorphosen. Svane knows how to entice the 
ear and to sustain interest.”

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com

Wer bin ich
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Translated by Randall Svane

Who am I?  They often say to me,
I would step out of my cell
Calm and cheerful and steadfast
As a lord from his castle.

Who am I?  They often say to me,
I would speak with my guards
Freely and friendly and clear
As if I were their master.

Who am I?  They also say to me,
I would bear the days of misfortune
Unruffled, smiling and proud
As one, who is accustomed to victory.

Am I really what others say of me?
Or am I only, what I know of myself?
Restless, yearning, ailing, like a bird in a cage,
Struggling for breath, as if one were choking me,
Starving for colors, for flowers, for birds’ voices,
Thirsting for welcome words, for human closeness,
Trembling with rage over the smallest arbitrary offence,
Consumed by waiting for great things.
Helplessly worried for friends at an infinite distance,
Tired and too empty to pray, to think, to work,
Weary and ready to bid farewell to everything?
Who am I?  The one, or the other?

Am I then today this one, and tomorrow another?
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before people
And to myself a contemptible, whining weakling?
Or does what is still in me resemble the beaten army,
That in disarray withdraws before the victory already won?

Who am I?  This lonely question mocks me.
Whoever I am, You know me, I am yours, O God!DO N
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Agitated ( q = 112)

Agitated ( q = 112)

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

#
#

#

bin

cresc.

ich nur das, was ich selbst von mir weiss?

&

#
#

#

bin

cresc.

ich nur das, was ich selbst von mir weiss?

&

‹

#
#

#

bin

cresc.

ich nur das, was ich selbst von mir weiss?

?#
#

#

bin

cresc.

ich nur das, was ich selbst von mir weiss?

&

#
#

#

b

n

b b

n

n
n

#
n

#

?#
#

# b
b

b b

b

n

&

#
#

#

ff

Un

f

ruh- ig,- sehn süch- tig,- krank,
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(e = q)
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Fer ne,- mü de- und zu

2

&

‹

#
#

#

end lo- ser- Fer ne,- mü de-

2

?#
#

#

end lo- ser- Fer ne,- mü de-
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#
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#
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ich nur das, was ich selbst von mir weiss?
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#
#
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# œ
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œ
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œ œ œ œ ™
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Œ œ
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J
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œ

œ ˙

˙ ˙
˙

œ
œ

Œ

˙

u

™

˙ ™
˙#

œ# œ
œ

j
œ ™

œ œ

œ œ
˙#

Œ œ# ˙

œ
œ

œ

œ

J

œ# ™

œ# œ# œ

œ

Œ

œ œ

PPM02228M

10

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

141

rit.

rit.

a tempo

a tempo

(e = q)

(e = q)

145

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&

#
#

#

Der

p

o der- je ner?-

∑
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∑
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Der
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ich denn heu te-

2
2

?#
#

#

Der

p

o der- je ner?-

∑
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∑
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‹
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was an d're- von mir sa gen?- - O

p

der-

&

#
#

#

‹ #

n #

‹ n

n

n #

?#
#

#

n

#
# b

n
n
n

˙ ™
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Program Note

I have been profoundly affected by the life and Christian witness of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, (1906-1945).  This poem in particular, written while he was being 
held in a Nazi prison, is a deeply introspective examination of Bonhoeffer’s faith.

When I was commissioned by the Schwäbischer Kunstsommer in Irsee, 
Germany, I felt I had no choice but to attempt to set it to music.

Randall Svane

Randall Svane’s distinguished music has captured the hearts and minds of audiences 
across the United States and Europe.  The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the New York 
Philharmonic, the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, 
the Moravian Philharmonic, the Borromeo String Quartet, the Orchestra da Camera 
Fiorentina, the Munich Chamber Choir, and the Leipzig Vocal Ensemble  are just a few 
of those who have performed Svane’s works to critical and public acclaim.  In addition, 
his choral and organ music has received performances in leading cathedrals, including 
Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue, Trinity Church Wall Street, Gloucester Cathedral, 
Bristol Cathedral, Chester Cathedral, Saint Thomas Church Leipzig, and the Salzburg 
Dom.  The BBC recently, (July 2023), broadcast Svane Preces and Responses “live” from 
the Three Choirs Festival in Gloucester, U.K..

Svane’s achievements have been recognized through grants, prizes, and awards from 
ASCAP, Meet the Composer, the American Music Center, the New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the Astral Foundation, and the Jerome 
Foundation.   In 2014, Svane won First Prize in the Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue 
Composition Competition, an international competition that received entries from across 
the US, Europe, and Australia.   His extensive catalogue includes orchestral, chamber, 
operatic, and choral works.   Mr. Svane’s music is published in the U.K. by Encore 
Publications and in the U.S. by E.C. Schirmer and Paraclete Press.

In a recent review in The Strad, critic Dennis Rooney had this to say about Svane’s 
second string quartet: “A short Presto with pizzicato effects led to a slow finale that 
contained a fugal episode but was tinged throughout with the profound sadness of 
Shostakovich and the Richard Strauss of Metamorphosen. Svane knows how to entice the 
ear and to sustain interest.”

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com

Wer bin ich
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Translated by Randall Svane

Who am I?  They often say to me,
I would step out of my cell
Calm and cheerful and steadfast
As a lord from his castle.

Who am I?  They often say to me,
I would speak with my guards
Freely and friendly and clear
As if I were their master.

Who am I?  They also say to me,
I would bear the days of misfortune
Unruffled, smiling and proud
As one, who is accustomed to victory.

Am I really what others say of me?
Or am I only, what I know of myself?
Restless, yearning, ailing, like a bird in a cage,
Struggling for breath, as if one were choking me,
Starving for colors, for flowers, for birds’ voices,
Thirsting for welcome words, for human closeness,
Trembling with rage over the smallest arbitrary offence,
Consumed by waiting for great things.
Helplessly worried for friends at an infinite distance,
Tired and too empty to pray, to think, to work,
Weary and ready to bid farewell to everything?
Who am I?  The one, or the other?

Am I then today this one, and tomorrow another?
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before people
And to myself a contemptible, whining weakling?
Or does what is still in me resemble the beaten army,
That in disarray withdraws before the victory already won?

Who am I?  This lonely question mocks me.
Whoever I am, You know me, I am yours, O God!DO N
OT C

OPY




