PARACILETE i‘%% PRESS

caC C]Qf
RS

Edited l)y Mary Berry




Editorial Note

Measured, or semi-measured, settings of the Credo abound in the later Middle
Ages and the sixteenth century, both in manuscript sources and in early printed
service-books. Often they are to be found among other settings of the Credo
which are evidently meant to be performed in equal notes, since these others
are written with a single note-form, the virga or the punctum. The Cre
setting that appears most frequently with some form of mensural notati
is the Credo Cardinale, or Roman Credo, classified in modern service-books as
Credo IV. The fact that it constituted an exception was recognised i
theorists: Pietro Aaron, writing in 1516, describes plainsong as
of equal notes, but he cites the Credo Cardinale as an exception
have been well-known to him: he had seen it in the service boq
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, Libri tres de institutione harmonica, Bologna, 1516, I, Cap 1, ‘De cantu piano’,
p. 8. Modern reprint: Bibliotheca Musica Bononiensis, Sezione II No 8,
1970.

Zarlino, Gioseffo, Le istituzioni harmoniche, Venice, 1558, Quarta parte, Cap 33, p. 341.
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