Magdalen at the Tomb

The Angels’ Prologue

Gail Godwin Robert Starer
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The two angels are seated back to back, supporting each other, heads on knees, arms

clasped around legs. This is a position that can be maintained comfortably for some time:

The space they cover delineates the opening of the tomb. Out of sight behind them there is

a long fine linen shroud. (The angels are attuned to the will and purposes of the Creator.

In their service as messengers, they speak to human beings. They are often God's mouthpieces.)
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Behind the angels, arranged on the ground, is the shroud as if it had been unwound and cast off.
It still bears the ghost of a human shape. The angels gather it up, stretch it out, and then neatly
wind it into a bundle--like a folded flag taken from a soldier's coffin. They place it on the ground
between them and resume their positions on either side of the tomb, this time facing front, like

honor guards.
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Magdalen’s Lament
From the rear of the church comes a piercing cry that should shock people with its power.
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In silence Mary Magdalen, heavily veiled, walks up the center aisle. As she approaches she sees the open tomb.

She will not recognize the presence of the angels until they address her. She is greatly distraught.
Mary Magdalen (spoken) Who has done this? (cries out to the audience) Who has done this?

Utter silence

MM: Oh....oh

(she grasps at the empty space as if trying to recreate the body, then suddenly breaks down and weeps.)
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Mary Magdalen: (spoken) because they have taken away my Lord and I know not where they have laid him.
(She stoops and reaches into the tomb with outstretched arms, then recoils as if she’s seen a serpent. She has
seen the folded cloth which strikes her as an outrage, a robbery of the last remains of what she loves. She

begins to sob heart-brokenly.)
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Mary Magdalen (spoken) There is nothing left. Nothing

I did not weep before. Not even when....

(Her memory of recent events makes it impossible to go on.) (Pause. She gathers herself)
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and nailed His hands,

They stretched him out
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MM: (goes on talking to herself)
You were my teacher and my example.
I was your pupil -- I asked too many questions
And you smiled on me and answered my questions - and more.

The Recognition

(While Mary Magdalen is delivering the above line, she is bent over, or
turned away from the angels, and does not see them quietly exit.
Nor does she see the Gardener quietly enter.)

MM: O God! How we talked!
From the bright beginning to the bitter end.

(she bows low and weeps again.)

Gardener: Woman, why weepest thou?
~Whom seekest thou?

MM: (She notices him for the first time)

Oh Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him.

Just tell me where and I will take him away.

It’s only his dead body now, but it is dear to me.
I wish to honor and protect what is left of him.

Gardener: (speaks in an ordinary working man’s voice.)

Death is hard. It’s hard on those left behind.

But he would not want you to weep over his remains,

MM: (angry) How would you know what he would want?

Gardener: He would want to go on living in you.
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MM: (the recognition is performed wordlessly. She looks up on hearing her name spoken in that voice. The knowledge floods her

whole countenance. When she finally speaks, there is nothing hysterical or even emotional in her tone. She

ledging an indisputable call.)
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Gardener: Be a messenger for me. Gather my orphaned companions
Use all your skill and advice and your passion
until you have convinced them to be of one heart.
MM: I will be your messenger.
Gardener: You will know how. You will know how to bring me forth from yourselves as one heart.
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