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Robert Lind studied at North Park College and the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago, majoring in
organ, composition, and music theory. At the age of 20, he worked with Leo Sowerby and became his assistant
at the Cathedral of St. James, Chicago. He succeeded his mentor, Dr. Sowerby, as Organist-Choirmaster at
the cathedral two years later. After serving in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam era, Mr. Lind entered the
publishing world, while continuing to serve various churches in the Chicago area. He has been on the music
staff at St. Michael’s Church, Barrington, IL, since Decemeber 2006.

He has played recitals in the Chicago area for several decades, has presented organ repertory workshops for the
American Guild of Organists, and has composed extensively for the church. His publishers include Augsburg
Fortress, Concordia, Darcey Press, Randall Egan, Lorenz, Oxford University Press, and Paraclete Press.

Notes
My first acquaintance with the music of Ralph Vaughan Williams wasiprobably in 1957 when I heard his
Rhosymedre for the first time. By the next year, | had purchased recordings of several of his symphonies.
Unfortunately, he died on August 26 of that same year, and Iimourned his loss all the more as I listened to
the first commercial recording of his ninth symphony? A few years'later I began to play and conduct such
sacred works of his as Five Mystical Songs, Is It Nowhing to You, and Mass in G Minor, and I was on my way
toward a life-long study and love of his music.

Since then, I have written a few free-organaccompaniments and descants on his most familiar hymn tunes,
and last year Paraclete Press published a solo-organ setting of mine on Down Ampney. Before this piece was
released, I thought of doing somethingspecial in thanksgiving for the music of RVW. The year 2008 would
mark the 50th anniversary of his death. What about a traversal of all of his original hymn tunes plus those
we strongly associate with him? I pitched*the’idea to Paraclete Press, and the word came back that I should
go for it, but can we have the copy in two months, please. By the grace of God, they got it, and we even added
two more pieces to the list“after that.

I should like to thankthis publisher for their willingness to go through with the three-volume project, for
their encouragingame to write as | saw fit, and for their obtaining permission to use the tunes that are not in
the public donfain.

And last but notleast, I'thank my friend and colleague Michael David who went through numerous hymnals
and sent me a remarkable spreadsheet that listed RVW’s original tunes as well as those he harmonized and/or
adapted. If I had not received this list in such short order along with Michael’s hymnal that contains all the
original tunes, I could not have started out with confidence and seen this to its timely conclusion.
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Music: Marathon, R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
From Enlarged Songs of Praise
© Oxford University Press 1931
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White Gates

Four Variations
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Music: White Gates, R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
From Enlarged Songs of Praise
© Oxford University Press 1931
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Music: Oakley, R. Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

From The English Hymnal

© Oxford University Press 1906
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