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Byron Adams

Byron Adams (b. 1955) is a composer, conductor, and musicologist. His essays have 
appeared in journals such as 19th-Century Music, The Musical Quarterly, Music and 
Letters, Twentieth-Century Music, and the John Donne Journal, and have been included in 
volumes such as The Cambridge Companion to Elgar (2004), Walt Whitman and Modern 
Music (Garland, 2000) and Vaughan Williams Studies (Cambridge, 1996). In 2007, he 
was appointed scholar-in-residence for the Bard Music Festival, and edited Edward Elgar 
and His World (Princeton, 2007).

Adams’ music has been performed at the 26th “Warsaw Autumn” International Festival 
of Contemporary Music, the Leith Hill Festival in England, the Conservatoire Américain 
in Fontainebleau, France (where he taught in the summer of 1992), and the Armenian 
Philharmonic Orchestra. A recipient of numerous awards and grants, he has had his scores 
programmed in America by such ensembles as the Syracuse Symphony, the West Virginia 
Symphony, and the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. Major commissions include the 
Variationes alchemisticae for Chamber Music Palisades, Le Jardin Provençal for Pacific 
Serenades, and Illuminations for piano commissioned by the distinguished pianist Armen 
Guzelimian. In 2011, The Philharmonia Orchestra of London performed his Midsummer 
Music for orchestra under the baton of Peter Oundjian.

Also published by Paraclete Press are the Preces and Responses for Evening Service in A

Paraclete Press sheet music is available from www.paracletesheetmusic.com
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Byron Adams
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volumes such as The Cambridge Companion to Elgar (2004), Walt Whitman and Modern 
Music (Garland, 2000) and Vaughan Williams Studies (Cambridge, 1996). In 2007, he 
was appointed scholar-in-residence for the Bard Music Festival, and edited Edward Elgar 
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Philharmonic Orchestra. A recipient of numerous awards and grants, he has had his scores 
programmed in America by such ensembles as the Syracuse Symphony, the West Virginia 
Symphony, and the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra. Major commissions include the 
Variationes alchemisticae for Chamber Music Palisades, Le Jardin Provençal for Pacific 
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Guzelimian. In 2011, The Philharmonia Orchestra of London performed his Midsummer 
Music for orchestra under the baton of Peter Oundjian.
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