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Mr. Betteridge has given much of his life to Church music. One of his easliest compa@sitions,
a Toccata for violin and piano, which he composed at the age of 18, was played at a
Festival of British Music by Marie Hall, a world-famous violinist.

His first major appointment in Church music was organist andschoirmaster at the well-
known Church of St Barnabas, Oxford. During World War 11 hie served in the army, finished
as a Staff Major at the War Office, London. Recommencing his musical'work, he succeeded
Dr. George Oldroyd at St Michael and All Angels, Croydof:

In 1964, he was appointed to the Cathedral of the Most Holy Trinity, Bermuda, where
he took a leading part in the musical life of the island. In addition to his Cathedral work,
he conducted the Bermuda Philharmonic Society chorus and orchestra. It was during this
time Paraclete Press became interested in his'work, and began publishing his compositions
for choir and organ.

He is an Associate of Trinity College, London, and a Fellow of the Royal College of
Organists.



Good King Wenceslas

A Dramatic Paraphrase
by
Leslie Betteridge

Notes on the Performance

King Wenceslas. ..o ooviveiniiniiiiiiiiniienneeneaande. Baritone
(Adorned in crown and robe)

Page . it e e et et e A Boy or Girl soprano
Peasant......coeviiiinnniniennneeeodocanneihn., Non-singing part

Chorus . oo vvivnieieiininneedeeeenennnnnnans Four parts or Unison

Chorus to be standing in cheir formation back stage.
Front stage to be clear for action by King, Page and Peasant.

Notes on the Carol

The words are.by John Mason Neale (1818-66) and they relate to the legend of King
Wenceslas who livediand was martyred in Bohemia in the 10th century. Its only claim
to be treated as a carql is that the event (if it ever happened) took place on St Stephen’s
day (26th December): The moral of the story tells of the blessedness of charity.

The tune is of much earlier origin and comes from the famous collection known as
‘Piae, Cantiones’ which was compiled by Theodoricus Petrus of Nyland in Finland in 1582.
The tune was originally used in conjunction with the spring carol “Tempus adest floridum’,
then in 1853 Dr. Neale substituted it for his rather inferior but now more popular words.



To the Bermuda Philharmonic Society who first performed it.

Good King Wenceslas

A Dramatic Paraphrase

Original Words by Dr. J. M. Neale
Original Tune from "Piae Cantiones"

Leslie Betteridge

Nt Allegro moderato —
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with dignity and looks around.
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* Whilst the accompaniment is written for piano it may be adapted for organ, if preferred.
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King and members of chorus all shade their eyes and look around.
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Indicate round about.
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Everyone points upwards.

Indicate deep and even.
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The chorus parts may be sung in unison throughout, with accompaniment.
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52 Boldly f King looks at wings (right). ~ ﬁ King shouts:

King: zﬁ:ﬂ i 1 i I i i ) I e i i i 1 i i 27 | "Page, come ye hither,
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Hith- er page and stand by me. Hith-er page and stand by me.

57 Enter Page (running). King points at Peasant.
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If thou know’st it tell - ing, Yon-der pea-sant who is he? Where and what his dwell - ing?
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Page points afar. Points upwards.
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o1 Slower Again indicate cold.
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102 Page points to sky and wings.

Page shouts:
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Page again points to sky.
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Shakes head and sinks to floor.
Still slower
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I can go no long - er.

King helps Page
to his feet.
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Briskly

King followed by Page march briskly around.
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King stops and points at page.

T
L
-]
i
E
i

A
2 & T ® f T | i ]
S T T —— E— —— 7!__?—'__? -
77—t f : ] - I f j i i i —® ———
vV ! I ! 1 | . v I } { ! I T 1 } i
Tread thou in them  bold - ly; Thou shalt find the  win® ters wwage). Freeze thy blood less
— - A
PR )|
O j#]
S T T
i % P=y £
LD '
| 2 | L
D R e — o % —
5 ¥ — = o : " M——
;‘. £ © I I I
T
123 King followed by Page resumes march.
[ A — — I ] Chorus AI b 'b i I | —1 I n ]
e f' o j (Unison) i 1 2 1
cold - -y Jf In his mas- ter’s steps he trod
Sva - - - - - - - - - - oo q
A | [
AL = ~ = e
| £. WA ] v r Y g
Y Il
e 4 4 J I
RH. Jf
| S P .
b e e et S S 5
L)) [ 2 f ] Py )Y T
e 4 e ¢ 3 - ¢ 7 T \
& P
&
Chorus, Ki_ng and que
128 Both stop and point down. place forefingers to lips. ~
1 Iﬂ ‘b N | |\ 1 I T I } I { lk\ } I I % {
e e e o 4~ |
) N— I
Where __  the snow lay din - ted; Heat was in the ve - ry shhh hush
(instead of "sod")
—~~ E o)
" — -
A\IV4 1/ Il ; ! I 1
e ' 14 71 »
@
R 4]
S EE— —— === =
v I | (8] |
J ] DA 4 Yo !

PPMO09116



All hands together as in prayer.
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SATB, Brass Quinter and Organ

Hear My Cry, Holy One - PPM09835
SATB a cappella

Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! - PPM00036
Unison or Two-Part Choir and Piano

PARAC]

Jk.:

RESS

Paraclete Press, P. O. Box 1568,
Orleans, MA 02653 1-800-451-5006

Www.paracl etepress.come





